I3o         REYNAUD AND THE PEACE PARTY
said in France about the Belgian betrayal, it was difficult
for the peace party to do the same thing without manu-
facturing some excuse. The fact that Hitler had suc-
ceeded in forcing the B.E.F. to re-embark at Dunkirk,
gave the peace party the opportunity to say that France
had been abandoned by her ally at a vital moment of the
batde. It was true that she had to face Germany almost
single-handed in the Batde for France, aided only by
small but gallant forces of British, Polish and Czech
troops; but the French knew that the British had pre-
pared a new Expeditionary Force, which was on its way
at the very moment that Paris fell. There was little
attempt to fight a stiff rearguard action, so that the
British should have time to arrive, and other French
reinforcements be brought up from the south and east.
British detachments found no difficulty in holding the
line of the Seine defences against the Germans, but
eventually they always had to retreat, because their
flanks were exposed, the French having had orders to
retire long before it was necessary. After the break
through on the Somme and the Aisne, I do not believe
that the French High Command made any serious
attempt to hold up the Germans on the Seine or on the
Loire. They and the peace party in the Government
had abandoned the struggle, and had decided that it was
no use defending Paris or waiting until the new BJELE
arrived* It was easy then to arouse old animosities about
perfidious Albion, who left her allies in the lurch. The
French as a nation are probably as isolationist as the
English. They do not lie foreigners, though they are